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somewhat desultory warfare. We read of monks in Bruttii being driven from their convents,1 and of numbers of people in Campania fleeing, " through stress of barbarian ferocity," to the little islands off the coast.2 Meanwhile the pestilence of 590 still raged.8 It was particularly violent in the Umbrian town of Narni, and the Pope, as we have elsewhere noticed, directed the bishop of the place to take advantage of the terror caused by the visitation, and persuade the heretics of his diocese to return to the Catholic faith.4
In August a famine seemed imminent in Eome, and Gregory ordered his agent in Sicily to purchase grain, over and above the usual quantity, to the value of fifty pounds of gold, and to arrange for its transmission to Eome by the following February. " There has been such a scanty crop," he wrote,5 " that unless by God's help corn can be collected from Sicily, there is a serious danger of famine." The failure of the harvest was, of course, an additional inducement to the Lombards to pillage the property of their Eoman neighbours, and towards the end of September tidings reached the Pope that Ariulf of Spoleto was making preparations for a great campaign, though it was still uncertain whether the object of his attack was to be Eome or Eavenna. Gregory instantly took measures for resistance. It seems that at various places on the Eoman frontiers, there were no fewer than four Eoman generals, each with a small force, engaged in watching Ariulf s movements. To the chief of these, Velox, Gregory sent the following letter6: " We informed your Glory some time ago that soldiers had been made ready to go to your parts, but since your letter signified to us that the enemy had collected, and was marching in our direction, we ' by reason of this detained them here. Now, however, it seems desirable that some of the troops should be sent to you. We therefore beg your Glory to admonish and exhort them to prepare themselves for toil. And when you have an opportunity, confer with our glorious sons Martius and Vitalian, and do whatever with God's help you shall jointly decide to be
1 Epp. i. 38, 39.                                             2 Ibid. i. 48.
3  Paul. Diac. Hist. Lang. iv. 4,  notices the ravages of  the  disease in Bavenna, G-rado, and Istria.
4  Epp. ii. 4.                                                    5 Ibid. i. 70. 6 Ibid. ii. 7, dated September 27, 591.